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Press Release 07.12.2020

Farmers from various parts of the country have been protesting for the past several months against the
passing of new farm laws by the Government of India. It has been witnessed that a large number of farmers
from many states - Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and others - have joined the farmers of Punjab
and together they are sitting in solidarity at the borders of Delhi in support of their demand to restore status
quo ante on the farm bills.

Their protests have been completely peaceful and they have remained focused on issues of agriculture and
the new laws which concern farmers of the entire country. It must be appreciated  that they have not
allowed any political party to take advantage of their genuine concerns.

Those participating in the agitation come from diverse ideological, social and political backgrounds but
they are all united in their demand to roll back the new farm laws. We need to underscore that at least three
farmers have died after the Haryana police used water cannon on protesting farmers marching to Delhi and
because of the harsh weather conditions in which they continue to sit in protest.

As we know, the current agitation was initiated by farmers from Punjab, who continue to be present in
large numbers at the protest sites. The Punjabi farmers are also predominantly Sikhs. Some of the media
channels have tried to mischievously present the farmers movement as a Sikh movement, equating or
comparing it with the separatist Khalistan movement. This is very unfortunate and completely untrue. The
agitation cannot and must not be dubbed as a Sikh issue! As we have seen, doctors from Punjab and
lawyers of Delhi along with many others have come in support of the farmers' demands. We appeal to the
larger civil society to also come in support of the protesting farmers as it concerns all of us.

As a civil society organisation, The Sikh Forum expresses its solidarity with the farmers' agitation and
appeals to the central government to resolve the issue at the earliest in the spirit of democratic federalism.
The Sikh Forum strongly emphasises that:

i) The farmers' agitation is not a Sikh issue and should not be termed as such by anyone.

ii) We appreciate the farmers for staying focused on questions of agriculture and appeal to them that they
must watch out for any communal and lumpen elements trying to create mischief in the garb of agitators.

iii)  We appeal to media organizations to avoid sensational reporting by equating the legitimate farmers'
movement as a communal mobilisation by the Sikhs. Such a move can have serious consequences.

iv) Finally, we call upon the Government of India to view the issue in proper perspective and as a genuine
demand of farmers of this country who form a major constituent of its populations and so break the
impasse in the true spirit of being “a government by the people, of the people”.
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