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The National Confederation of Human Rights Organizations 
condemns the detention of protesters demonstrating peacefully
on the anniversary of the demolition of Babri Masjid

On December 06, 2020, on the anniversary of the demolition of the Babri Mosque, people from 
various organizations were protesting at Mandi House. The call was for a march from Mandi House 
to Jantar Mantar. It had been hardly 30 minutes since the protest had started that the police started 
detaining the protesters. Nobody at the protest site had even moved forward towards the Jantar 
Mantar. The police, it seems, could not stand people speaking up for their rights and against the 
demolition of the Babri Mosque.

It is important to see this detention in the context of the anti-Muslim atmosphere that has descended
on the country ever since the Modi government came into power. Though there was a certain 
Islamophobia in the society before that as well, the Modi government has exacerbated the anti-
Muslim environment of the country. There have been various hate-speeches by many MLAs of the 
BJP over the past few years, and nobody has been prosecuted for the same. On the contrary, the BJP
seems to be fond of its members making Islamophobic remarks.

The Supreme Court has already refused to hold anyone responsible for the demolition of the Babri 
Masjid accountable, by claiming that the said demolition was not pre-planned. It only goes to show 
that the Supreme Court, too, has been party to the anti-Muslim rhetoric of the government. 
Following the pogrom in North-Eastern Delhi this year in February, after Kapil Mishra, a member 
of the BJP, made speeches threatening violence, Muslims have been all the more beleaguered. At 
such a juncture, the detention of people peacefully protesting against the demolition of the Babri 
Masjid is only an indicator of the blatant hostility that the Modi government has against Muslims, 
especially the Muslims who are vocal about their rights as citizens of this country.

The National Confederation of Human Rights Organizations condemns the high-handed tactics of 
the Delhi Police against peaceful demonstrators. We think that the protestors were entirely right in 
their demand to punish the culprits who are responsible for the violent demolition of Babri Masjid. 
We stand in solidarity with the democratic voices who were protesting yesterday, and the ones who 
stand in resistance to the undemocratic nature of the current government at the centre.
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