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Press Release 
 

In a Dharana organised by Lok Raj Sangathan on 27th July 2016 at Jantar Mantar, 

New Delhi, residents including students of various JJ, unauthorised slum and 

resettlement colonies came in  their hundreds despite pouring rains to place their 

demand that DJB must give them piped water supply connection at their homes.  

 

Addressing the Dharana, all the speakers, in one voice, demanded that the 

Delhi Government and the Central Government must end the policy of not giving 

DJB connections to supply water to residents of jhuggi-jhopari colonies, 

resettlement colonies and unauthorised slum colonies as their legal right. 

 

Addressing the Dharana, the President of Lok Raj Sangathan said that the Central 

and Delhi Governments must ensure that DJB water connections are given to 

every family without any discrimination as a Constitutional right.  

 

He said that the lack of piped water connections at their homes is adversely 

affecting the livelihood and health of Delhi residents, specially the education of 

school-going children. 

 

He pointed out that potable water is the birth right of all people. It is a basic need 

of all city-dwellers that they should get potable water regularly and easily. 

Political parties make tall claims but have not even been able to make the capital 

of the country tanker-free. According to the 2011 Census, there were 33.41 lakh 

families in Delhi. According to the Delhi Economic Survey 2014-15, the Delhi 

Jal Board has provided merely 19.21 lakh domestic connections. That means 

more than 14.2 lakh families have been deprived of easily and regularly available 

drinking water from a DJB connection till now. 

 

Santosh Kumar, speaking on behalf of the Communist Ghadar Party of India said 

that Congress Party and BJP are primarily responsible for the problem of drinking 

file:///G:/LRS/www.lokraj.org.in


 

 
e-mail: lokrajsangathan@yahoo.com 

www.lokraj.org.in 

2 

water as they have ruled over Delhi for the longest times. These parties indulge in water politics which is very 

important for them. These parties use tanker water distribution to gather crowd for their election meetings and 

collect votes in elections. They try to convert people receiving the tanker water into their vote banks. They 

make a lot of money through purchases of tankers and through allotment of contracts for the tanker services. It 

is the water politics that has given rise to the 400 crore Rupees Tanker Scam in Delhi. He said that the residents 

of JJ colonies, unauthorised colonies and Government allotted resettlement colonies have to depend on the DJB 

tankers for drinking water. There are daily fights among the residents everyday just to get enough water for 

their use. It is common to have altercations and scufles as well as police and court cases.  

 

He said that in order to cultivate their vote banks, the Central and State Governments have decided that 

residents of illegal colonies do not have the right to get piped water connection from the DJB.  

 

Advocate Shahid Ali said that governments in our country claim that the country is progressing. That we have 

become the third biggest economy in the world, etc. However, they have not been able to provide clean and 

pure water for a big portion of the population of the national capital, leave aside the rest of the country. People 

are forced to buy drinking water. Otherwise they have to consume impure water and they have to spend a lot of 

money for even this. Therefore, it is a big lie that everyone is getting free water in Delhi.  

 

Lokesh Kumar from the Sanjay Colony located in the Okhla Industrial Estate pointed out that his colony is 40 

years old. There are more than 10,000 families living here. Government has not provided piped water supply so 

far. To collect water from a tanker or from some other source, every family is forced to have one or two of its 

members to waste at least two hours a day. The burden of water collection falls on those students whose parents 

go out to work. Electrical connections have been provided in each home in our colony but not the water 

connections. When it comes to voting we are considered legal because the governments that these political 

parties form are considered legal. However, when it comes piped water connection, suddenly this legal 

government considers us illegal! 

 

Lalit Kumar who came from the biggest slum colony in Delhi, Sangam Vihar, said that Sangam Vihar 

constitutes a whole Assembly constituency. Every family has to spend Rupees 375 per month just on water for 

drinking purpose alone. For other uses, one has to depend on some local private or government pipeline. The 

water politics and commerce is not hidden from anyone here.  

 

Activist working in the Madanpur Khadar Resettlement colony, Renu  pointed out that this was a government 

settled colony. It has been settled for about 15 years now. She said that due to the consumption of polluted 

underground water, the members of various families suffer from dangerous deseases of kidney and liver like 

kidney stones and Hepatitis B (Jaundice), etc. They have to spend a lot of money for treatment for these 

deseases.  

 

Among those who addressed the Dharana were Shri S Raghavan, President, LRS, Comrade Santosh Kumar of 

the Communist Ghadar Party of India, Dr. Sanjiv Chibber of the Naya Daur Party, Human Rights Activist, Shri 

N D Pancholi, Advocate Shahid Ali, Advocate Aslam from Social Democratic party, Shri Gopal Singh, Lt Col 

A P Singh and others.  

 

A street play was enacted at the Dharana by the artists of Samgra Bharat Natya Manch. 
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